
  

 
October 2009 CIRCULATION: 1,145  

 

All proceeds from advertisements after printing costs go to the WAMBOIN COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION, which started the Whisper in 
1981 and continues to own it.  This Newsletter is distributed to all RMBs in Wamboin and Bywong at the start of each month, except 
January.  Editor is Ned Noel, 17 Reedy Creek Place, Wamboin, 2620, phone 6238-3484.  Contributions from residents are valued and the 
main content. Please email them to Tnednoel@optusnet.com.au or mail them. The deadline for the next issue is always the last Sunday of the 
month, 7 pm, so for the November 2009 Whisper the deadline is Sunday, October 25, 2009, 7:00 pm, and it will go to deliverers 5 days 
later. 

LIFE THREATENING EMERGENCIES Fire/Police/Ambulance  -  Dial 000 All Hours 
 Bungendore Police  6238 1244   Wamboin Fire Brigade Info Centre 6238-3396    Ambulance Bookings 131233 

  WAMBOIN FACILITIES AND CONTACTS 
 Wamboin Community Assn Helen Montesin  President  6238-3208  or www.wamboincommunity.asn.au 

 Bywong Community Assn Nora Stewart  President  6230-3305  or www.bywongcommunity.org.au 
 Fire Brigade   Andrew Dunn  Captain   0409-991-340 bh 6238 1849 ah 
 Wamboin Markets  Joan Mason  Contact   6238 3258 
 Sutton School Playgroup    Rosemary Semecky     Convener      6230-3807 
 Landcare   Roger Good  President  6236-9048 
 Community Nurse  Heather Morrison Bungendore  6238-1333 
 Breastfeeding Assoc.     Belinda Dennis     Community Educator     6236 9979 
 Emergency Services   NSW Call Centre Staff   132-500 
 Emergency Services Admin Colin Brown  Controller  6238-1067 
 Justice of the Peace  Peter Greenwood JP   6238-3358 
 Justice of the Peace  Keith France  JP   6238-3596 
 Justice of the Peace  Margaret Fletcher JP   6238-1211 
 Justice of the Peace  Jill Sedaitis  JP   6236-9559 
 Justice of the Peace  Tony Holland  JP   6238-3907 
 Wamboin Scout Group  Peter Harrison  Contact Person  6238-3525 
 Wamboin Pony Club  Robyn Slater  Senior Instructor 6238-3472 
 Gearys Gap Pony Club  Leigh-Anne Barlow Secretary  6238-3376 
 Wamboin Play Group  Angie Matsinos  Convener  6238-0334 
 Hall Bookings   Joan Mason  Bookings  6238-3258 
 Church, Anglican  Robyn Robertson Warden   6238-3202 
 Christian Prayer Group Steve & Imelda Taylor Contacts  6238-3220 
 KYB Bible Study Group Amanda Axelby  Contact   6238-0871 
 Golf    Peter Greenwood Golfer   6238-3358 
 Injured Wildlife  Wildcare  Helpline  6299-1966 
 WonderfulWomenOfWambn Claire Ayling  Convener  6238-3347 
 Lake George Day VIEW Club  Pauline Segeri      Contact      6238-1996 
 Wamboin Bookgroup  Alice Scott  Secretary  6238 3178 
   THE YOUNG WAMBOIN ENTREPRENEURS 
 Ashleigh Caird, babysitting  ………………………………………….  6238 0746. 
 Deanne Brucic, babysitting & petsitting  …………………………… 6238-1884 
 Jess, Ellen and Nicole Smith, petsitting (experienced with horses) …….. 6238-3115 
 Fiona Skea, babysitting ……......................................................…….. 6238-3290 
 Rebecca Purdie, petsitting ………………..…...................………….. 6238-3343 
 Gabrielle Simpkin, babysitting and petsitting .......……..................... 6238-1335 
 Elena Sutcliffe, petsitting ......................................................................... 6238-3228 
 Jack and Matilda Whitney, pet care ……………………………… 6238 3059 
Macs Reef Tip Hours 7:30 am to 5:00 pm Fri-Sat-Sun-Mon (to 7 pm Sat - Sun in daylight saving time) closed Tue-Wed-Thurs 
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REG GIRALDI       
Licensed Builder 

NSW 145587C  ACT 2953C 
New Homes,  Extensions   Bathroom and Kitchen 

Renovations,    Carpentry, Tiling, Painting, 
Gyprock Repairs, Concreting,  

All Repairs and Insurance Work 
0416 075 910 (Mobile) or 6238 0918 (ah) 

HIA Member 
 

    

FOR SALE 
Locally grown Native and Exotic shrubs and trees, 

suitable for this area. 
150 mm (6”) pots $5.00  200 mm (8”) pots $9.00   Fresh 

Cut Flowers 

 
 

Kleenheat Gas Dealer, Wamboin, Sutton and Geary’s 
Gap Area.   -  Rural Services 

WIYAGIBA TRADING – Dave and Jane Hubbard  37 
Poppet Road, Wamboin Ph/Fax 6238 3308 

 

 
CAFÉ: Thursday, Friday, Saturday evenings Friday, Saturday, Sunday lunch

TAKEAWAY:  Thursday and Friday evenings 
CELLAR DOOR:  10am-5pm weekends and most public holidays Other times by appointment 

810 Norton Road Wamboin NSW 2620 T (02) 6238 3866 F (02) 6238 3855 E 
wine@lambertvineyards.com.au 

 
 
 

 

 
RIDING INSTRUCTION 

ACCREDITED EFA LEVEL 1 
Local riding instuctor available for beginners and 

more 
experienced riders. I will come to your property, or 
have sand arena available.  Improve your dressage, 
jumping or just increase your confidence.  Available 

weekends or weekdays. 
TEACHING IN WAMBOIN FOR OVER 10 YEARS 

Phone Leanne on 6238-3435 
 

 
  

Woodbridge 
Plumbing Services 

 

Lic NSW 148394C  and ACT 199815827      
 

* Plumbing – Drainage – Gas Fitting (L.P.G / Natural Gas)   * Maintenance for the above  
* New Homes – Extensions – Renovations     * Gutters and Downpipes 

* Water filters (under sink or whole house)  * Blocked Drains  * Hydronic heating (Radiators) 
We assure you of our best attention and service at all times 

Please call Matt on 0428 489 399 – Fax 6282 0621 
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Wamboin Community Association 
President's Paragraphs 

 
Bonfire Night – Unfortunately, inclement weather prevented the fireworks display.  However, the bonfire was lit and provided 
some very welcome warmth for the hardy souls who braved the cold to come.  Despite the weather, it was a great social night 
and it was pleasing to see so many people come out and support our community groups who provided lots of tasty food and 
drinks for the evening.  Many thanks to all the hard working community groups and volunteers who were involved. 

Wamboin Community Association Website – WCA now has its own website at www.wamboincommunity.asn.au.  It is a 
work in progress which will be developed further over the coming months.  The website is intended to provide an extension of 
the activities of the WCA, be an on-line information source for the community, including the Whisper, and provide contact 
information for community groups that are active in the local area.  In particular, during the fire season it will have daily 
updates of the fire danger and weather conditions.  If you have anything you would like included on the website or you have 
any other comments/feedback, you can post email webmaster@wamboincommunity.asn.au, or phone Steve Richards on 6238 
1329.  Many thanks to Bruce Bowden, Jenni Colwell, Pete Harrison, Ned Noel and Steve Richards for their hard work in 
getting the site up and running.  Bruce and Jenni have also set up another website which has discussion forums and photo 
galleries. 

Wamboin Produce Markets –The next markets will be on 17th October from 9:00am until noon at the Community Hall.  
While it’s still too early for some produce, there’s sure to be a wide variety of goodies. 

Wamboin Community Association – The next WCA meeting is on 20th October at 7:30pm at the Wamboin Community 
Hall.  Everybody is welcome to attend. 

Christmas Carols – The annual community Carols Evening will be held on 18th December, details of which will be included 
in forthcoming Whispers.  If you would like to help with the evening or have any ideas for the program, please contact Helen 
Montesin (ph: 6238 3208).  In particular, we would like some more musicians and children for the Nativity play. 

New Residents – If you are new to Wamboin, or know someone who is, Lofty Mason has collated a “Meet and Greet” 
package.  It contains useful information about Wamboin, including a map.  It has details of the diverse range of community 
groups in the area.  Please contact Lofty on 6238 3258 for a copy. 

WCA Electronic Noticeboard – The noticeboard is a great way to keep up with issues of community interest and I encourage 
everybody to subscribe.  To subscribe, simply send an email message (doesn’t need any subject or content) to 
Wamboin_Noticeboard-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.au.  The Wamboin Whisper is now available on the electronic 
noticeboard. 

Calendar of events – If you have any events that you would like included in November’s Whisper, please contact John van 
der Straaten (ph: 6238 3590). 

Helen Montesin (montesin@tpg.com.au) 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

    

Pumps and 
Rural 

Maintenance 
 

Specialising in 
pump installation, 
repair and sales 

ABN 28 980 965 960 

  
Rhett Cox 

Mobile: 0411 140 584 
Phone/Fax: (02) 6230 

3387 
Email:  

rhettro@bigpond.com 
  

 
CLEAN WATER 

TANK SERVICES 
Tanks cleaned with minimal water loss    Crack 

repairs - flexible reinforced membrane 
Metal Covers supplied & fitted      Water treatment  -  

tank & house lines 

RING JOHN on 0428 489 291
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Bywong Community Association News 
October, 2009 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Shooting in our local residential area: UNCOVER THE FACTS.   Wednesday 14th October - 7.30pm.   Bywong Hall, 
Birriwa Road, Bywong: Join us for an informative evening on issues to do with shooting in rural residential areas, with 
speakers from the Queanbeyan Police, National Parks and Wildlife Service and Wildcare.  We will also be holding our Annual 
General Meeting, and welcome nominations for all positions on the Association Committee. For more information, please call 
Nora on 62303305 or email nora@setdancing.com.au.   This event will include a short AGM. 
 
Christmas Drinks.  Saturday 5th December 2009 – 6.00-8.30pm.  Bywong Hall, Birriwa Road, Bowing.  Come and help 
celebrate the spirit of community at Christmas. All residents are very welcome to attend and to bring a plate of food to share. 
 
Bus stops, bus shelters and a busy Macs Reef Road.  Palerang Council received $10,000 allocation for bus shelters in 
Bywong as part of the Federal Government RLCIP funding, and in response to need from residents in the Gum Flat Lane area. 
The Palerang Traffic Committee has decided to locate the bus shelter in Birriwa Road, away from Macs Reef Road which is 
deemed “unsafe” for school buses to stop and collect children. 
 Upon consultation, it seems the proposed solution is less than satisfactory for parents and children using the bus in the 
Gum Flat Lane / Birriwa Road area. The Association has requested a meeting to find an improved solution quickly. The 
Association has also requested to be involved in the longer-term to address other safety issues for the Macs Reef Road, the 
Bungendore Road and Norton Road. 
 
THE ASSOCIATION THANKS ITS’ REGULAR SUPPORTERS: 
 
Lake FM radio – 88FM- www.bywong.com.au 
Yless4u for hosting our website- www.yless4u.com.au 
Koonaburra Wines- www.koonaburra.com.au 
Wagonga Coffee- www.wagongacoffee.com.au 
Lamberts Wines – www.lambertsvineyards.com.au 
The Wamboin Whisper – www.wamboincommunity.asn.au           
 
Nora Stewart, President   --  www.bywongcommunity.org.au 
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The Lake George Day VIEW Club  
by Lydia Teodorowych 

 The October meeting will be held at a venue tba on Tuesday October 20 11.30 for a 12 noon start. RSVP  Pauline on 
6238 1996 by Friday October 16 for venue and cost. Our speaker will be Rachel Letts author of “The  Deua”. Rachel is  an 
ESL and creative writing teacher and operates the River Guesthouse with her husband. 
 As usual raffle tickets and door prizes are a regular feature of our meeting. Come along and bring a friend and support 
the Smith Family!  If you would like to join our Day club, it's never too late to sign up! 
 VIEW~a club where Very Interesting and Exciting Women meet! 
 visit our blog: http://lgdviewclub.blogspot.com 
 

BUNGENDORE OZTAG 
 Just a reminder to start organising teams for this year’s competition.   The cost for this season is $50 per player for 
registration and $25 for shorts (if required).  We will be holding 2 registration evenings on Wednesday 14 October and 
Wednesday 21 October. Round 1 will commence on Wednesday 28 October.  We will play 8 rounds before the X-mas break, 
resume on Wednesday 3   
 February and play through until Wednesday 31 March.   Due to the interest in this competition, a team will be 
considered as ‘entered’ in the competition, upon payment of full  registration and completion of required forms for a 
minimum of eight players.  
 We look forward to another enjoyable competition.  
 Please contact Deb or Ken Gordon on 62383062 or ken.gordon@act.gov.au for further information. 
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Fire at Bingley Way 

 On the 7th August at about 9am there was a fire in the granny flat at the Picker’s property in Bingley Way. 
Ian, Sue and Sue sister Judy would like to thank the Wamboin Fire Brigade for their swift response on that day.   
 The members of the Wamboin fire brigade were very mindful and concerned about Sue and Judy’s welfare and Judy’s 
personal effects.   
 We would also like to thank the Queanbeyan Fire Brigade who turned up to support the Wamboin Brigade, as well as 
Country Energy. 
 Many Thanks  
 Ian and Sue Picker and Judy Middleton. 
 
 

The Bonfire (and Fireworks) 
by Lofty Mason 

Would you believe the weather could be so bad at the end of September? The forecast for our big night was for high 
winds, showers, sleet, snow and a maximum of 10 degrees. Unfortunately it all happened. As the guy dobbed in by the 
Community Association to co-ordinate the night I have prepared this report for the Whisper. The fireworks group, Black 
Widow, pulled the pin early because wet weather could short out their electronics and cause major problems (un-coordinated 
connections) to their display. Fortunately our Fire Brigade accepted the task of fire control of the bonfire. It was decided to go 
ahead with the evening (minus fireworks) and cancel gate entry. 

Despite the weather, this 29th annual Wamboin Bonfire and Fireworks Night could be considered a success. Those 
who missed out on Ian Cuthbertson of ‘Anytime Hire’ as he manoeuvred his backhoe to pack the bonfire missed out on a 
breath taking acrobatic display worthy on its own of any admission fee. I compliment local groups who ran stalls with 
customers happy as to the quality and pricing of the goodies offered. However, the over riding feeling for me was that it was a 
great Community night. This Community feeling is one of the reasons we have lived here for 27 years. Clean up next morning 
was somewhat quieter. 

As to the future, ‘Black Widow Fireworks’ may be closing because of the new ACT laws. The possibility of getting 
displays of their professionalism, and costing, is very remote. In past years our Bonfire and Fireworks Night has depended not 
only on good weather but also on the following: Residents bringing bonfire material, the organization of the fireworks display, 
the organization at the Community Centre, effective advertising, the packing/lighting of the bonfire, the great efforts of the 
stall holders, the entry collection and parking control by the Brigade and finally the support of the community. Take away any 
of these and the night fails. Where from here? 
 
 

 
 

 
 

BINGLEY 
CONTRACTORS 

 

Ph: 0418 201784 or 0419 483 103 
AH 62303 385 

 

WATER DELIVERY 
       

Prompt, reliable service of domestic water at 
competitive rates 

 

ACTEW approved tankers   
Local Carrier since 1994     
1761 Sutton Road, Sutton 

 

 
MR SWEEP 

CHIMNEY & FLUE CLEANING 
 

Slow Combustion & Open Fires Swept 
Repairs & maintenance 

SPRING DISCOUNTS NOW AVAILABLE 
 Chimney Dampers & Bird/Possum Mesh 
 Fire Bricks for Slow Combustion Heaters 

 Flue Extensions & Top Caps 
 Glass Replacements and Door Seals 
 Heater Fans Serviced and Replaced 

 Pre Gas Chimney Cleaning 
 Roof Ventilators Supplied and Installed 

 Safety Checks Available 
 S/C Heaters Removed or Replaced  

 Smoke Detectors Supplied and Installed 
For appointments or further information please phone Brian 

6258 1792 

 
 



Wamboin Whisper, October 2009, Page 8 of 28 
 

 
 



Wamboin Whisper, October 2009, Page 9 of 28 
 

 

 
Wamboin Community Association On-Line 

 Following a protracted gestation period, the WCA is pleased to announce that it now has its own Web site: 
      http://wamboincommunity.asn.au 
 The Web site contains details and contact information for local community groups, including the Wamboin RFS, 
community news and events, a fledgling Local Services directory, current and past issues of The Whisper and maps of the 
local area. We will endeavour to add to the site as time and interest permit. 
 Please take a moment to visit the site and provide your feedback, especially if you find anything difficult to use or 
encounter any problems. We can’t promise to fix everything, but we’ll do our best. 
 If you are a member of a local community group that is not yet listed on our site, or if you find anything that is out of 
date or just plain wrong, please email the WCA site administrator at webmaster@wamboincommunity.asn.au with details, or 
call one of the people listed below to discuss how we can help. 
 Steve Richards -- 6238 1329        Ned Noel -- 6238 3484   Pete Harrison -- 6238 3525 
 

BUNGENDORE LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES 
FOR ALL YOUR LANDSCAPING NEEDS 

 
      Firewood     Sand, Gravel, Mulch, Topsoil, Veg-Mix 

Feature rocks and riverstone    Mushroom compost, Bobcat 
Decomposed granite (yellow)    Excavator and Roller 

Ironbark strainers and poles    Certified weighbridge, Cement 
Old Railway Sleepers, Wine Barrels, Pavers  Hardwood sleepers – Stakes – Pegs 

 
                     Ph 6238 0460   Open 7 Days 
    36 King Street   Bungendore 
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Wamboin 15 Years Ago  

by Robyn Robertson  
 From the Whisper, October 1994, Circulation: 390,  From: Yarrowlumla Council News:  Shire Ridings or Wards. 
There is currently a proposal before Council  from the General Manager to remove Ridings or Wards in conjunction with 
Council elections. This would mean that rather than having three councillors elected from each of three ridings, we would be 
voting for candidates from all over the Shire. I believe that for proper representation, especially in relation to local issues, 
Ridings must be maintained and a local person elected so that our concerns would be better represented on Council. 
Peter Greenwood, Councillor 

 
NEW CLASSIFIEDS 

2010 WOMBAT CALENDARS FOR SALE Only $10 each! Help our local wildlife by buying a Native Animal Rescue 
Group wombat calendar for 2010. Excellent quality that make great presents. Contact Phil – 62383717 or 
machin4@bigpond.com 
House cleaner Wanted for a fortnightly clean (approx 3 hours each) of two houses on same road in Bywong.  Contact 
Morag on 6230 3523 
For Sale. Star picket remover and driver. Used but working. $20 ea. $30 for both. Ph 6236 9189 
I am desperate for egg cartons!  If you have any that you can spare, please drop these off at 413 Norton Rd at the gate or 
on the verandah.  Thanks -- Penny Evans. 

Mobile Natural Horse Care and Gardening - Not enough hrs in the day / week? Away on weekends or holidays? Need 
someone to feed, rug, groom, clean up and care for your horse/s? General gardening, weed, mow, mulch and tidy. Other 
pets included and mail collected. Unable to ask neighbours / friends again? Call Cheryl - on 62369373 or 0402201491 

LONG RUNNING CLASSIFIEDS 
South Durras holiday house - 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, double carport, close to shop and 5 minute walk to beaches.  Dog friendly, fully 
enclosed yard.  Available now.  Please phone Karen on 0428 148 500 for further information. 
FIREWOOD.  Mixed hardwood.   You load 6 X 4 box trailer $100.   6 X 4 box trailer delivered $130.  Larger loads delivered by 
arrangement.   Saturdays and Sundays only.   Ph 62383164. 
Convert those precious memories from VHS or VHSC Video to DVD, Records and Cassette Tapes to CD, right here in Wamboin.   Act 
now before they are lost forever.  Fast turnaround.  Only $12 per Video and from $12 per Record or Cassette. Phone Vicky or Tony 
Holland 62383907 or 0403 069018. 
MATHS & SCIENCE TUTORING, K-6, 7-10 and 11 & 12, & 1st year university.  Encouraging, expert coaching.Judy Shellard 
BSc(Hons), Dip Ed,  David Shellard (3rd year Mathematics ANU).  Please contact Judy.  Phone 6238 3050 
WCA Electronic Noticeboard – Residents are continuing to subscribe to the noticeboard.  It is a great way to keep up with issues of 
community interest and I encourage everybody to subscribe.  To subscribe, simply send an email message (doesn’t need any subject or 
content) to Wamboin_Noticeboard-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.au.     
CHOOKS WANTED – Any age & roosters.   Phone Frank on 6297-3523 to arrange collection. 
Beekeeping Services   Prompt removal of swarm bees and hives that are no longer wanted. Can also remove feral hives depending on 
location. Fee charged depending on distance travelled and the type of job required. Happy to discuss your requirements.   Award 
winning local honey for sale.  Wamboin Yellow Box $8 kg. Available in 1 x kg or 500gram glass jars while stocks last. - Phone or see 
us each month at the markets!  Call John - Ridgiedidge Apiary 6238 3791.  www.ridgiedidge.net.au 
For cement rendering, concreting, rock walling or lanscaping phone 0418 621 744 or 6292 7089. 
Horse Rug Repairs-prompt, reliable and competitively priced. Urgent repairs possible-drop off in the morning and pick up in the 
afternoon.Contact Robyn Slater on 62383472. 
Large Holiday house situated in Tuross, 180 degree Ocean views, opposite shops, 2 minute walk to beach, large block for parking, 
available now.  Discounts apply for Wamboin/Bywong residents. Please phone Cherrie 0418 621 462 for further information. 
ADVERTISING RATES: Local classified advertisements are free, as are announcements from community organisations and clubs.  
Business advertisements attract a small fee (see below) which is donated to the Wamboin Community Association.   Please make your 
cheque out to this association, but post it to the editor.  Contact editor on 6238-3484 for information.   Advertising rates:  Full Page - 
$100    Half Pg - $50  1/3 Pg $35   1/4 Pg - $30  1/5 Pg - $25  1/6 Pg - $20 1/8 Pg - $15 
FOR HIRE from the Wamboin Community Association: GAS BBQ - Party Size, Portable, $30 (includes gas) together with $30 
cleaning bond,  both payable on collection. Cleaning bond will be refunded if BBQ is returned clean.  Enquiries - Joan Mason 62 383 
258. 
Trestles and chairs are available for hire by local residents. Hire rates are: Trestle $10ea and chairs $1.50 ea.  Price does not include 
delivery or pick-up charges. Available from the Wamboin Community Hall, 112 Bingley Way. Must be returned in clean servicable 
condition. All damages are responsibility of the hirer.  Equipment must be tied securely on trailer etc. whentaken (otherwise they don't 
go.) Time of pick-up and returned MUST be adhered to (I don't live at the Hall!)  - Joan Mason, 62383258. 
FOR HIRE: WAMBOIN COMMUNITY HALL.  Bookings arranged by Joan Mason 6238 3258.   Local Residents $100, Bond $250.   
Non-Resident $150, Bond $300. The Hall is not available for teenage, 18 or 21st. functions. 
FOR HIRE: BYWONG COMMUNITY HALL. Suitable for smaller functions and  seminars, groups etc.  Check availability and 
booking information on www.bywongcommunity.org.au. 
The Whisper is a community  newspaper for Wamboin and Bywong.   If you live in the area and have something to say about living 
here that is informative, thoughtful or entertaining,  think about writing it up for the next issue.  For more information contact the editor 
on 6238-3484 or email nednoel@optusnet.com.au 
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The Wamboin Web: Community Conversations on the Internet 

 As our contribution to making Wamboin a better community, we are happy to inform you that the Wamboin Web, a 
web site built for the Wamboin community, is up and running.  You can find it at the following address: 

http://wamboin.org/ 
 This new internet destination is designed to facilitate community conversations and to provide access to community 
information for Wamboin’s internet savvy population.  It will also be a resource for other people who want to find out what 
Wamboin has to offer. Designed by Bruce Bowden (with some help from me) the site has a structure that is easy to follow, 
with lots of opportunities for photos and local colour.   
 Not only does the web site provide local news, reference information and a discussion forum (Wamboin 
Noticeboards), community groups will be able to add their own news, events, resources, photos and other information to the 
web site.  There is also a photo gallery.  Wamboin’s photographers are encouraged to use it to share their photographs with the 
rest of the community. 
 Now it is up to you!  Now that the web site has been set up, the next step is up to you.  The Wamboin Web is a work 
in progress, and if you have ideas about how we can use it to further enrich our community, we are interested in hearing from 
you. Explore wamboin.org and remember; this is your web site. We want your feedback and contributions so that we can be 
sure it develops into a resource that we all will enjoy using.  You can send us your comments either by registering on the 
Wamboin Noticeboards or through the Wamboin Web comment page.  The links are provided below: 
 

http://wamboin.org/wamboin-noticeboards/               http://wamboin.org/wamboin-web-site/ 
 

 Alternatively, send us an email with your comments to webmaster@wamboin.org.au      For those who prefer more 
direct communication, ring either Bruce or me on 6238 3421.      Take a look at the new site, and let us know what you think.  
         -- Jenni Colwill 

======================================================================================== 
Wamboin Golf Results   

 With Spring at Wamboin Golf Club comes the notorious Mason Spring Trophy 3 club event. (Including putter!)  
 This competition has been sponsored by Lofty and Joan Mason for the past 23 years and one of the highlights of this 
event are the home cooked "Spring" rolls at the 19th hole. 
 Winner of the Junior competition was Jack Whitney.  The 9 hole competition was won by Ken Gordon, 39/33 with wife 
Debby coming in 2nd with 55/37.  The 18 hole competition and "Spring" trophy was won by John Whitney with Paul Griffin 
second. The next major event is the Wamboin Open on 1st November.    -- Enquiries to Peter Greenwood  6238 3358 
========================================================================================= 

 

 

CanberraRemovalsPty Ltd 
FIRST CLASS REMOVALS AT A 

COMPETITIVE PRICE 
 

• Local, Country & Interstate Removals 

• Professional Packing Service 

• Cartons/Packing Materials 

• Office Removals 

• Storage 

• Personal Service 
 

We have our own containerised and warehouse 
STORAGE facilities. 

 

Call us for an obligation free quote  
today on 6238 1881. 

 
40 King Street, BUNGENDORE , NSW, 2621 

E:  canberraremovals@bigpond.com 
Phone:  6238 1881 
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Gorgeous Gifts, Excellent Range, 
Fair Prices, A Lovely Shop. 

 

 
 

Come  for  a  browse  and  see  why  our         
customers  say  what  they  do! 

 
‘Gifted on Malbon’ 

Shop 1, Village Square 

Cnr Ellendon & Malbon Sts 

Bungendore 

Open 7 days 

10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Phone: 026238 0088 

 
 

Great  range  of  gifts,  homewares,  jewellery,  baby  and  
childrens’ items  and  toys  including … 

Leisure Learning Toys Gorgeous French Glassware Settler Bears 
Lotus & Lilly jewellery Sid Dickens Memory Blocks Boyle Industries Automobelia 

SparkleT toys Bookseats Robert Gordon pottery 
Mens’ cufflinks Didgeridoonas  Switchsticks walk sticks 

SoleMate door mats Garden and wall signs Many items are made in Australia 
  

       
       

To name just a few …… 
new stock  arriving  frequently! 
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Access to the Countryside 
An Interview with Suzanne Ridley 

Written down by Ned Noel 
 We moved into the area in 1973, and built our house in Geary's Gap in 1975   Along with many others we realised that 
a weaknesses was the inability to move easily around this rural area.    Some of us liked to ride horses.   Kids wanted to ride 
bikes.   Our family loved horse drawn carriages.    Some liked bird watching.  Many just wanted to be able to walk through the 
area with some assurance that property owners would be sympathetic.   
 In the late 70s and early 80s the large landholders were generally supportive of providing open access to the 
countryside.    Opposition was more frequent from new arrivals, often from the city.   Some of them were worried about 
privacy and security.    One feared passersby would look into their bathroom window.   One resident told that person not to 
worry, that if he was after their piano he would take it out the front door.   Some new residents liked horses, but preferred more 
secure and localised activities like dressage. 
 There have been, over the decades, many residents who worked to increase access to the countryside.  Brian Macguire, 
Tony Billingsly, Peter McCulloch, Brian Trainer and Ian Gamble were among them.    Some residents from the other side of 
the federal highway helped.  When a block changed hands and a new owner would turn up they would call in and urge the new 
residents to give the problem some thought.      
 There are many sides the issue, formal and informal, and many solutions, formal and informal.    
 Road verges in the country tend to be wide, as set down in laws 80 years ago.  Wide verges allow for stock movement, 
horse riding, walking, and bicycles.   Legally children are not supposed to be on the road without adult supervision.  You could 
say the verges are the only way they can use a roadway when exploring on their own.    Some landholders staged "land grabs" 
by fencing off the road verges or road right of ways next to their properties.  They wanted greater privacy or to use the public 
land for their own stock.  These land grabs are still happening today. 
 "Friendly Gates" was another term we used.   Neighbours, in addition to building gates from their property to the road, 
would build gates in the fence lines between their properties.   Some have built four or five along their boundaries.   These 
gates made it easier for block owners, bicycles, horses, and walkers to move around.   Often block holders find it helpful to 
collaborate on adjisting stock.  One example is setting up paddocks for older horses.  These horses tend to be used little, so 
often it is good to put them far away from the house.  One resident would offer some land for this purpose, and others would 
benefit.  For a while the Osmond family seemed to be looking after everyone's retired horses.   In a bushfire, friendly gates can 
be a valuable easily opened escape route for stock. 
 Stock routes and future road right of ways have long been set aside as public land by governments.  Greenways are a 
way of formally structuring this land.  Many people worked on this project, including the Creswell family, Ian Gamble, David 
Rouse (who worked to get it into Yarrolumla Council's planning rules), Julian Thompson, Paul Griffin, Maria Taylor and Peter 
Webb (a Yarrowlumla councillor).   There were many more.  Insurance, expected by some to be a problem, was fairly easily 
and inexpensively arranged through the council's insurance brokers, who just included them in the land council was already 
insuring as parks.  Nancy Jeffreys, a long time real estate agent at Sutton, felt that greenways in an area added around $10,000 
to the value of each block. 
 The Palerang, Yarrowluma and Tallagandra Councils, like most rural councils, spend a lot of energy dealing with 
maintenance challenges, such as roads, rates and rubbish.   Another effort over the decades has been to encourage them to 
consider social issues like open access, the arts, and sharing forms of rural lifestyles.   All of these contribute to a greater sense 
of community.  Many state and commonwealth grants to promote these goals are on offer. 
 In recent years progress on greenways and other forms of open access seems to have ground to a halt.   "Come on 
Guys.   Get out and finish it.   There are some fairly easy ones to put through.  These would include greenways from Millyn 
Road to Bywong town, and then on to Donnelly Lane.   Another  would be to link Millyn Road to Emu Flat Lane and then on 
to Rovere Lane.   This set should connect to Bohmers Lane and Gumflat Lane.  Clare Lane needs connecting to Norton Road 
and Norton Road needs to be connected to Waramunga Close.  Add 5 more K in your generation and the next generation might 
add another 5." 
 
(The greenways can be seen on the latest version of the Wamboin and Bywong map, printed on the next 2 pages.  Paul 
Brugman created this map several years ago.   He continues to update it.  He has allowed it to be printed in the 
Whisper. - Editor) 
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Bush Fire Survival Plan 
A NSW RFS Communication Selected for Printing in the Whisper 

 by Andrew Dunn, Captain, Wamboin Brigade 
Is your home defendable? Or is it in a location that makes it difficult or dangerous to defend. The defendability of your home is 
determined by severalcomplex variables: 
 
• The type and location of vegetation surrounding your home 
• The amount of hazardous fuels surrounding your home (e.g. vegetation, paper, cardboard, firewood, chemicals and stored 
building products) 
• The slope or topography of the land around your home 
• The design, construction and maintenance of your home 
• The physical and psychological ability of you and your family 
 
The defendability of your home will influence your decision to stay and defend your home or leave early. 
This is an extremely important and difficult decision; however regardless of your decision, it is imperative that you prepare 
your property so that your home has the best chance of surviving a bush fire. 
 
Prior to making this important decision you need to consider the following: 
 
• Who will be at home when a bush fire occurs? Does your family group include elderly relatives, young children, people with 
disabilities or illnesses, and if so can these people be relocated? Who will care for them while the Bush Fire Survival Plan is 
implemented? 
• Staying to defend your property can be very demanding. Do you have the skills, knowledge and capacity to check for and 
extinguish spot fires for up to 10 hours after the fire front has passed? Are you physically, mentally and emotionally prepared? 
• Do you own or have access to the equipment and resources to extinguish fires around your property? (e.g. sufficient water 
supply, petrol/diesel portable pump etc) 
• Last minute evacuation can lead to serious injuries and fatalities. If you plan to leave early, do you know where you will go 
and how you will get there? You may not have to travel far to find a safer place. Have you prepared your Bush Fire Survival 
Plan? 
Your Bush Fire Survival Plan must be prepared with all members of the household before the Bush Fire Danger Period 
(usually 1 October to 31 March). Every person should have a plan to “Stay and Defend” or “Leave Early” to ensure you are 
organised and know what to do. Everyone’s Bush Fire Survival Plan will be different depending on your individual situation 
and circumstances.  Once you have completed your plan, practise it regularly and keep it in a safe place where it is easily 
accessible for quick reference (e.g. on the fridge). 
 
For more information go to www.rfs.nsw.gov.au. To survive a bush fire, prepare your Bush Fire Survival Plan 
 -- NSW RFS INFORMATION Line. 1800 679 737 -- Prepare, Act, Survive 
 

Garden Time 
ABN: 42020463691 
From your local blokes 

Complete landscaping &  gardening by qualified Greenkeeper  General home maintenance 
Contact Ron 0402 332 543   Warren 6236 9191  or 0402 298 311 
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WAMBOIN HOME PRODUCE MARKETS 
The Home Produce Markets came out of winter hibernation in September. Everyone we talked to was pleased that this 

community event was up and running again. For those wondering, these Markets are held at the Hall in Bingley Way on the 
third Saturday of the month and run from 9am to noon. We were down on garden produce but the interest in plants, jewellery, 

cakes, sausage rolls, dried fruit, nuts etc. made it all worthwhile. The Markets are a great place to meet and talk. Ye Olde 
Coffee Shoppe was up and running selling delicious Wagonga Coffee with jam and cream scones. Those who forgot to have 
breakfast enjoyed freshly cooked egg and bacon rolls. Thanks Donny for helping out. For those who arrived a bit late, sorry, 

we will ensure service until 12 noon. 
For more information contact Joan Mason 6238 3258 

Entry: Free - Stall holders $5. So mark your diary: 

SATURDAY 17th October 2009 
9AM – 12 NOON 

 
===================================================================== 

 

Wamboin Fishing Club 
 Hi, lots of news this time. The trip to Grabine was a great sucess and we plan to do it again next year.  We have had an 
invitation to The Tuross Heads Fishing Club Competition in December. This will be discussed further at our next meeting.  I 
have arranged a discount at a fishing store,  I will pass on details at the next meeting.  I would also like to discuss the 
possibility of members with fly casting experience to teach others wanting to learn some skills in this method of fishing. 
 The next meeting will be held at The Eagle Hawk Hotel on Wednesday 14th October 5.30pm see you there! 
 Chris, from Hogan Drive. 0415 636 583 . 

 
===================================================================== 

 

TAYLOR MADE PUMPS 
YOUR PUMPS NOT PUMPING? 

PUMP REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES OF PUMPS 
  

• New Pumps Supplied and Installed 
• Home Pressure Systems 
• Bore and Irrigation Pumps 
• Bore, pump and power packages 
• Water, Bore Drilling Rig in local area - on site surveys 
• Fire Fighting Pumps - Sales and Repairs 
• Windmill Service, Repairs and New Sales 
• Water Softener Repairs and Water Quality Analysis 
• Premium Quality Water Softener Salt at Rural Prices 

 
Don't run out of water - call a Local Bloke for mobile Sales & Repairs 

 
Mark Taylor   ALL HOURS 

0428 486 460 (Mobile)  6238 2357 (Home)  6238 2351 (Fax) 
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BONFIRE RAFFLE RESULTS 

 The Wamboin Community Association is very grateful to the community businesses which continue to support the 
various events run each year.  Their generosity is much appreciated by event convenors who spend a lot of time trying to 
dream up ways to raise funds for the benefit of the community. 
 This year the spring weather closed in on us to prevent our usual fireworks but the bonfire and the array of food and 
beverage stalls catered for the hardy souls who ventured out on that wild Saturday night.  
 The raffle raised $350 for the Association and the monies will be allocated in due course to a worthy cause(s).  The 
following items, generously donated, were won by the listed persons: 

1. $50 voucher by Shepherds Run : E46 Henk Berlee 
2. $50 voucher by Lamberts Vineyard  :  D25 Geoff Foster 
3. 2 bottles of wine by Parkhill Financial Services  : B85 Anne 
4. 2 bottles of wine by Inland trading Company  : B83 Whitney 
5. Produce box by Geoff & Colleen Foster  : E68 Clire Ramage 
6. Bag of Wagonga Coffee Beans  : D50 Meredith 
7. 2 doz fresh eggs by Pendon Produce  : D26 R Robertson 
8. WCA meat tray  : C71 Helen Montesin 
9. WCA meat tray  : D31  
10. Tim Barker. 

It will be too late into the fire season for fireworks this year but we hope to be able to work with Black Widow again next year 
after the closure of the fire season.  - John van der Straaten,  WCA Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Property Management 
Services 

 
Thinking of renting out your property?  Take advantage of 
Sutton Real Estate’s 18 years of experience.  We have 
managed properties in this area longer than any other 
agency and we understand rural living.  Compare our 
service: 

 
• The lowest rates - we will not be beaten on 

management fees. 
• Same day notice – If you’re unhappy with our 

service you’re free to discontinue.  
• Fully reference checked tenants. 

• Comprehensive condition reports carried out 
including extensive photography . 

• Four inspections per year to protect your asset 
with a copy of each report sent to you. 

• Ongoing repairs and maintenance of your 
property by our qualified tradespersons. 

• Management using “state of the art” Console 
property management software. 

• Direct deposit of your rental income plus 
comprehensive monthly/yearly statements. 

• Adherence to the code of practice of The Real 
Estate Institute of NSW. 

 
Call Libbie, our fully qualified property manager, for your 

free, no obligation rental appraisal. 
Phone 6238 0999 Bungendore or 6230 3240 Sutton. 
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A newsletter from YOUR volunteer rural fire brigade compiled  
by the Executive Committee with help from many members of the Brigade 

 
 

THE BUSHFIRE DANGER PERIOD  
STARTED 1 SEPTEMBER 

 
A FIRE PERMIT IS REQUIRED FOR ANY FIRE IN THE OPEN.  PLEASE CONTACT THE 

BRIGADE CAPTAIN FOR ADVICE ON OBTAINING A PERMIT 0409 991 340 
 

RING 000 TO REPORT FIRES OR SMOKE SIGHTINGS. 
 

 

CAN WE FIND YOU? 
 Correct identification of properties can save time and ultimately lives in an emergency.  The 
rural property numbering system has been implemented to assist emergency services in locating the 
correct property quickly.   
 So, it is vital that properties are clearly and correctly marked, particularly in the case of shared 
entrances or shared driveways.  It is also important that old Lot and RMB numbers are removed because 
they can cause added confusion. 
 Placement of numbers conspicuously and unambiguously is vitally important to emergency 

services.  Often the best place to locate the number is on the gate itself, if you have one, a post at the driveway or on your road-
side mail box. 

BUSY MONTH FOR THE BRIGADE 
 The Brigade would like to thank the local community for their recent generous donations.  This has enabled over 
$20,000 worth of improvements to be made to the tankers over the winter period which has greatly improved the operational 
capability of the Brigade. 
 Both the heavy and light tankers have been upgraded to similar layouts and capabilities.  Electric live reels have been 
fitted to each tanker so as to minimize the fatigue on the crews. 

BUSH FIRE SURVIVAL PLAN 
 Is your home defendable, or is it in a location that makes it difficult or dangerous to defend? The defendability of your 
home is determined by several variables: 

• The type and location of vegetation surrounding your home. 

• The amount of hazardous fuels surrounding your home (e.g. vegetation, paper, cardboard, firewood, chemicals 
and stored building products). 

• The slope or topography of the land around your home. 

• The design, construction and maintenance of your home. 

• The physical and psychological ability of you and your family. 

 The defendability of your home will influence your decision to stay and defend your home or leave early. 
This is an extremely important and difficult decision.  Regardless of your decision, it is imperative that you prepare your 
property so that your home has the best chance of surviving a bush fire. Prior to making this important decision you need to 
consider the following: 

 
• Who will be at home when a bush fire occurs? Does your family group include elderly relatives, young children, 

people with disabilities or illnesses, and if so can these people be relocated? Who will care for them and does 
this feature in your Bush Fire Survival Plan? 
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•  Staying to defend your property can be very demanding.  Do you have the skills, knowledge and capacity to 

check for and extinguish spot fires for up to 10 hours after the fire front has passed? Are you physically, 
mentally and emotionally prepared? 

• Do you own or have access to the equipment and resources to extinguish fires around your property e.g. 
sufficient water supply, petrol/diesel portable pump etc? 

• Last minute evacuation can lead to serious injuries and fatalities. If you plan to leave early, do you know where 
you will go and how you will get there? You may not have to travel far to find a safer place. 

Have you prepared your Bush Fire Survival Plan? 
 It is really important that your Bush Fire Survival Plan be prepared with all members of the household and understood 
by you and them before the Bush Fire Danger Period (usually 1 October to 31 March) is upon you.  Everyone should have a 
plan whether it be to “Stay and Defend” or “Leave Early” to ensure they are organised and know what to do. Bush Fire 
Survival Plans will be different depending on individual situations and circumstances.  Once you have completed your plan, 
practise it regularly.  Keep it in a safe place where it is easily accessible for quick reference e.g. on the fridge. 
 

For more information go to the NSW Rural Fire Service at www.rfs.nsw.gov.au 

To survive a bush fire, 
prepare your Bush Fire Survival Plan 

NSW RFS INFORMATION Line 1800 679 737 
PREPARE---ACT---SURVIVE 

 
NEW FIRE DANGER RATINGS AND WARNINGS 

 These nationally-agreed changes are being introduced following extensive consultation between the RFS, other NSW 
agencies and interstate agencies in the wake of the Victorian bushfires and the interim recommendations of the Royal 
Commission. 
 Many of these changes have been foreshadowed in recent months but now that a national position has been agreed, the 
Brigade can provide you with details of the new systems to be introduced this summer. 
 One of the most significant changes is the introduction of a new Fire Danger Rating system.  This will take the 
following form: 

 

 The new Fire Danger Rating system is a significant change for the RFS and the community.  It will allow the RFS to 
deliver clearer information, advice and warnings to the public. 
 The new ‘Catastrophic’ rating will apply on days when the Fire Danger Index is above 100.  This new rating has been 
added in recognition that these conditions - like those in Victoria and in Canberra in 2003 - present a greater level of danger to 
the community.  It is on these days, historically, that fires have caused significant destruction. 
 During these conditions, the advice to the community will be very clear: 
 There is the potential for significant loss of life and property. 
 Even homes that are well prepared and built to the highest standards of construction may be destroyed. 
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 The safest course of action for people will be to leave early.  Those who choose to stay and defend their properties 
should understand and accept the very real risks involved. 
 These new Fire Danger Ratings will also lead to specific alerts and advice for the public, based on the time of impact 
and the fire’s potential. 
 These alerts will take the following form: 
 
Emergency Warning – where there is the highest level of risk to life, using the Standard Emergency Warning Signal on radio, 
television, the RFS website and 1800 information line. 
 
Watch and Act – where people need to be aware of a fire and take action to prepare themselves, their family and neighbours. 
 
Advice – to keep people informed and up to date with developments. 
 
 Clearly, these are significant changes and will have flow-on effects throughout the community. The Brigade will keep 
you updated on the implementation of these new systems, including matters such as changes to Fire Danger Rating signs and a 
major public information campaign to explain these changes to the community. 
 This will focus on the new nationally consistent message: 
 

PREPARE---ACT---SURVIVE 
 

 These changes will play a valuable role in helping YOUR brigade and our colleagues around Australia to protect our 
communities, especially during extraordinary fire conditions. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
QUALITY STONEWORK 

AND LANDSCAPING 
 

Retaining Walls       Paving       Turfing 
Irrigation Systems       Water Features 
View Various Styles of Stonework & 

Speak With Many Satisfied Customers 
Free Quotes & Design 

 
PHONE:  DAVE ARGAET 

6238 3460  (HOME) 0421 657 952 (MOBILE) 
 
 

 

The Feed Shed- 
Bungendore 

Supplying Quality Lucerne & Pasture Hay Good 
Range of Bagged Feed and Chaff 

Steel Cattle and Horse Yard Panels Stock and 
General Transport Open 7 Days  Locally Owned 

 

Steve Hughes       Ph 62380900  0408 481 
664    32 King Street  Bungendore 

THE CAPTAIN’S LIST Businesses supporting the  
Wamboin Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade 

A’Hern Fitness at the Airport 
AAA Water Carriers 

Anytime Backhoe Hire 
B & B Tree Surgery 

Bingley Contractors (Water Carriers) 
Bungendore Rural 

Bungendore Taxi Service 
Café D’Lish (Deakin) 

Capital Business Services 
Capital Stainless Steel 

Clare Valley Tree Services 
Coates Hire, Fyshwick 

Congari Bookkeeping & Business 
Services 

Coolah Holdings Pty Ltd 

Cosmorex Coffee 
Cross Country Construction 

Eagle Hawk Hotel & Social Club 
Eureka Plants Pty Ltd 
Horizon Real Estate 
FH Office Services 

France Harrison & Associates 
Gough Watson Business Services 

Inland Trading Co (Aust) 
Lambert Vineyards 

Leapfrog Leadership 
LMS Consulting 

Manuka Childcare Centre 
Marloc Engineering 

Overdene Excavations Pty Ltd 

Priam Australia 
Quick-Eze Towing 

Ratz Mobile Welding 
So Good Sausages Pty Ltd 

Sotech Pty Ltd 
Shepherds Run Wines 

Sherrin Hire 
Sutton Real Estate 

Tipton Shopfitters Pty Ltd 
Trevor Barker & Associates 

Trevor Duncan Homes 
Wagonga Coffee 

Westpac Banking Corporation 
YLess4U 
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 Rainfall and Temperatures in Wamboin   

34 statistics from the Robertsons 
 

September rainfall to 27/9  ...  83 mm September 2008   ...   48.25 mm 
2009 rainfall to 27/9   ...   356  mm 2008 to 27/9    ...   396.5 mm 

Average October rainfall   ...   62 mm Wettest October   ...  199 mm    1996 
Wettest October day ...  59 mm   16/10/76 Driest October    ...   5.6 mm  2006 

Hottest October day  ...  31 degrees C   27/10/97 Coldest October day ...  9 degrees C (19/10/82 and 2/10/04) 
Coldest October night  ...   1 C (several  occasions)  

 
 

How The Whisper Gets From the Printer To Your Mailbox 
 The 44 people below each spend time each month to make sure that Wamboin and Bywong residents own and receive 
a free community newspaper.    If your deliverer has been on the job for a long time and you have a bit of time you could 
spare, think about offering to take over the job.     If you already have too many tasks in your month, every now and then give 
your volunteer paperwoman/man/boy/girl a thank you.  - Editor 

 

158 CO-ORDINATED BY HELEN MONTESIN:     Ph 6238 3208 
Dean Evans   Nrtn Area frm Campbl West    18 Bill Owen  Cooper Rd.   26 
Helen Montesin   Fernloff Rd                                 33 Stuart Whitten  Canning Close   17 
Hank Berlee 11 Poppet Rd  (for all on road)  34 Alan Rope  Sutton Road   30 

284 CO-ORDINATED BY SUE GANE: Ph 6238 3463 
Joan Mason  Bingley Way   45 Margaret Heleimin Merino Vale Drive        17 
Sue Ward  Norton,  Bngly to Weeroona 32 Anne Gardner   Weeroona, Norton to Majors 31 
Sue Gane  Majors Close                 20 David Anderson                Weerona, Majors to Denley      35  
Ned Noel                  13 PalerancCncl+47Advetisers 60 Penny Evans  Norton, Cmpbell to Bngley   25 
Kathy Handel  Yalana West   19  

228 CO-ORDINATED BY KERRIE FISHER: Ph 6238 3489 
TBA   Valley View Lane       4 Deb Gordon  Yalana East   42 
Coleen Foster  Joe Rocks to Norton    20 Rob Gorham  South End - Clare Valley   38 
Cassie Fisher  Clare Lane     12 Lyle Montesin  Forrest Road area   60 
Axelby Family    North End - Clare Valley     42   Bungendore Shop         Bungendore          10 

284  CO-ORDINATED BY JOHN VAN DER STRAATEN: Ph  6238 3590 
Sheryl Barnes              Denley/Kestral to End                   20   
Don Malcomson   Macs R -- Denley to Gum Flat   7 
Mindi Hughes  Denley MacReef to Birchman's  26 
Nora Stewart  Rovere Lane       7  
Robert&Marzena Luton Sutton/Goolabri Area  40 
Beth Hope  Gum Flat Lane     6 
Ian&Esther Rudd  MacsReef (Bankers-FedHiway) 26 

Brian Higgison    Deley/Birchmans – Kestral   l2 
Rhett Cox                Macs Reef /Nwngtn to Bankers     12 
Morag&Guy Cotsell    MReef /Newington/Harriot  (A)    30 
Sandra Favre        MReef /Newington/Harriot  (B)    20 
Phil&Pam Dawes  Donelly Rd & Lane  20 
Joan Milnor  Birriwa & MacsReef(GmFlt-Harr) 30 
Tony Bond              Hogan Drive                              28 

 

 
 

 
for all your electrical and air-conditioning needs 

 

Call Mitch on 0408211516 
rodgerselectrical@bigpond.com 
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Notes from St Andrews 

by Robyn Robertson 
 October services will be on the 4 October – Matins, and 18 October – Holy Communion. This will also be our Baptism 
Renewal service and all who have been baptised in St Andrews are welcome to come along. It is always a very enjoyable 
service. 
 Advance notice of the annual ‘Blessing of the Animals’ where ‘all creatures great and small ‘are invited to come along 
with their owners. The service is held in the grounds of the church and the extra dimension to the singing is always a treat. In 
the past we have welcomed donkeys, dogs, cats, rabbits, chooks, horses and they all seem to have realised the solemnity of the 
occasion and enjoyed the service. To all Wamboin animal lovers – we encourage you to come along and enjoy this wonderful 
service. It will be held on 1 November. All services begin at 9.00am. 
 For further information about this or any of our services please contact the Rectors Warden, Robyn Robertson on 
62383202 

 
 

 OAKLEIGH BERRY FARM  
Raspberries Dried and Preserved 

Raspberry Jams, Syrup and Vinegar 
made on farm from our own fruit 

  

We also sell Dried Fruits, Nuts and Sweets 
including, apricot, pineapple, prune, cranberry, pear, paw paw, mango, strawberry, cashew, macadamia, 

pecan, pistachio, almond, walnut, mixed nuts, choc honeycomb, jubes, jelly babies. 
Available in both 1kg and 200-300g resealable packs.   

 
Come and see us at the markets on October 17th. 

 
Alan and Eleanor  

Ph. 62383224   Mob. 0429 434944 
alan.rope@priam.com.au 

 
 

BRUCIC 
EXCAVATIONS 

 
Trucks, Bobcats and Excavators for Hire 
Rock Hammer, Auger and Pallet Forks 
Roadworks     House Sites     Sheds & 

Garages    Water Tanks 
Footings     Sand & Gravel    Landscape 

Supplies 
Supply and Install Septic Tanks and 

Absorption Trenches 
 

Enquiries Phone Darko 
Phone  6238 1884 Mobile  0408 682 191 

 

 
 

 Electrical  Contractor   (Bywong) 
Roland WOLF  NSW  &  ACT  Licensed 

Installations and Repairs   Domestic  &  Commercial   All Work Garanteed 
0402 156016      rgwolf@bigpond.com 
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       Bush Baroque  
 ... will hold another of their popular concerts of baroque music over the weekend of October 31 and November 1. We 
welcome back as guest singer iDavid Yardley, an exciting young countertenor. He will sing songs by Regnart, Purcell and 
Dowland, a cantata by John Blow, arias by Bach as well as the motet "Earth, Sea and Sky" by William Byrd which has given 
us the title of the concert. Bush baroque will play viols, recorders, harpsichord and organ in music by Frescobaldi, Rameau, 
Boismortier, Lully and Hotteterre. 
 These concerts are held in the delightful setting of Milners Music Room at Bywong and seating is limited. Please book 
by phoning Richard or Joan Milner on 62369212 or emailing to richardandjoan@aanet.com.au. 
 Entry is by donation  of $15 or $12 to Hartley LifeCare Inc. Lambert Vineyards kindly sponsor these concerts by their 
gift of wine which is served with nibbles after the concert.   
 

 

Local Boys 
also 

Concreting 
Trenching in Rock 

Site Cuts 
Carting of Fill 

Bobcat & Truck 
Ph/Fax 6238 3090 

Mobil 0418 624 630 
Rex Paton 

49 Gallagher Crescent 
Wamboin  

 
 

 
 

 

Paid Classifieds 
Alpacas For Sale.  Breeding females from $650.  Pets & guardians from $250.  Ph 6230 3311  www.alpacamagic.com.au  
Livestock Workshops.  "Alpacas & Llamas for Fun & Profit"  & "The Magic of Donkeys"  "Introduction to Felting with 
Alpaca & Llama Fibre".  Check our website for dates etc   www.alpacamagic.com.au or Ph 6230 3311  
Donkey Clinic - About Breeding and Showing Donkeys. Also becoming a qualified Donkey Judge. Instructor is a highly 
respected Judge from the USA.  7th & 8th November at Pegasus, Holt.  To book Ph 6230 3311.  
www.donkeyallbreedsaustralia.org  
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Experiencing Palerang 

by Ned Noel 
 The Council chose Palerang as its name.  Its outline (see logo above) is easily visible to the southwest from the Kings 
Highway, 10 K or so west of Braidwood.   
 Will agreed to keep me, his father, company.   The website www.visitbraidwood.com.au had already made setting out 
much easier.   It gives advice about the nature (no trail, steep and rocky) and duration (2 hrs round trip) of the climb.  It gives a 
map and directions from Braidwood (21 km / 30 minutes).    It advises buying the Bombay 1:25000 map.  The Braidwood 
Newsagency had several in stock when we walked in at around 1 pm on Saturday, September 12.     
 The sealed Bombay road carried us back over a beautiful but low Shoalhaven about 10 km upstream and south of the 
Kings Highway Warri bridge.  Then we were on narrow but very drivable fire trails through increasingly forested and green, if 
dry, country.    We were in a 2wd Corolla.  We saw only one other car, which passed us headed toward Braidwood about 10 K 

out of town.   It was the last car or person we would see for three hours.   
 As shown on the accompanying map from the website, the Mulloon Fire Trail took 
us to its junction with the Palerang Fire Trail, the recommended starting point.   From the 
Bombay map this point looks to be about 960 m above sea level, so from Braidwood about 
18 straight line kms to the west and at about 650 m we'd gone up 310 m, a 2% grade.  
 If an eagle was flying from Wamboin to Mt Palerang it would not follow us.   We 
went 45 minutes southeast from Wamboin to Braidwood then drove 30 minutes due west.   
On the maps it looks as if an alternate way in from Bungendore would be to go to 
Hoskinstown, then to drive eastward through Forbes Creek, then to take the Forbes Creek 
Road to the top of the Dividing Range, then to take the Mulloon Fire Trail to the spot 
where it hits the Palerang Fire Trail, where we were now.   This way looks to be mostly 
unsealed and twisty.  I don't know if it is passable or how slow it would be.   Google Maps 
doesn't seem to show anything for the area -- just a sea of green. 
 From the parking spot to the top of Mt. Palerang is 1300 horizontal meters, but 
about 300 up from the parking lot's 960 m to 1264 m at the top.  This is a grade of 23%.   
The Palerang Fire Trail goes within about 300 horizontal meters of the summit, reaching a 
height of about 1100 m, but the grade this way would be 55%.  The website says there is 
no real trail, so just walk upward from the parking spot, "sticking to the ridge".  There 
didn't seem to be much of a ridge, so we just went up, knowing from the website map and 
the Bombay map that the peak would be about 1300 m due south. 
 The terrain was mostly treed, green and dry.  There were many little partial tracks 
blending back into the bush, but nothing clear to follow.  Soon we were encountering quite 
a few rocks, none particularly hard to clamber up if you are reasonably able.   Usually we 
were walking on either rocks or a thick layer of dry fallen sticks and leaves.  Will did it in 
thongs, shorts and a T-shirt.  A trail or plastic coloured strips on the trees would have been 
helpful, but then somebody would have to volunteer to do that work or the council would 
have to pay for it. 
 Soon we did seem to be going up a ridge.  Increasingly there were views.  At first 
most were of the green mountains and farmland to the north.  Soon there were some to the 

west, at first the valleys and hills, then of South Black Range Mtn (1261 m) 6 K to the west.  Then came views of the coastal 
mountains to the northeast and of Braidwood closer in and due east.   
 A blackish snake about a meter long slipped away from us as we were walking over some rocks.  We saw no other 
animals, but could usually hear birds.  The ridge is fairly thin, so sticking to it is not hard.   We looked back occasionally so as 
to have an idea what we should be looking for on the way down.   
 Getting to the top took us just over an hour, with a few rests.  The summit at 1264 m has many low trees, particularly 
on the south and east sides.  We could see Bimberi Peak (1911 m) and Mt Gingera (1857 m) about 90 km west and a little 
south on the western ACT border.  We couldn't see, because of the trees, Mt Major, which at 1332 m is a little higher than 
Palerang and just 6 km due south, or see Braidwood to the east.  At the summit here was a cylindrical cairn of rocks about 1.5 
m high and 2 m in diameter.   On this cairn was metal directional sign with many names written and scratched into it.  
Everything was very green.   (continued on next page) 
 

From a fuse to a new house and other electrical needs 
 

CHRIS  LODI  ELECTRICAL 
Member of National Electrical Association 

NSW Lic 193163C 
 

You can be assured of a prompt, efficient and courteous service 
 by a professional who guarantees his work  

Mobile    0412 211 798 Ph: 6238 0068 
chris.lodi@bigpond.com 
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 We headed down the ridge.  We tried our mobile phone a few minutes down from the top, but got no reception.  
Because of the numerous steep rocky descent areas we couldn't move fast.   We tried to follow the ridge back down.    

Questionably familiar rocks 
and trees made us 
uncomfortable.  We began to 
realise there are more ways to 
miss a single point halfway 
down a mountain than the 
single point at the top.  After 
about 30 minutes we got about 
2/3 of the way down, to a 
point where we'd hung a grey 
jumper in a dead tree. We 
were relieved to find it.  We 
continued descending on the 
ridge.  It was starting to feel 
unfamiliar.  After another 15 
minutes or so we finally hit a 
fire trail.  We couldn't see our 
parked car or the intersection 
of the Palerang and Muloon 
fire trails that was our starting 
point.    
 It took us a while after 
that to figure out whether we 
had hit the Palerang Fire Trail 
or the Muloon Fire trail.  The 
Bombay map and a compass 
were helpful.  Together they 
enabled us to guess which 
segment of the trail we were 
on.  The map also showed, 
through its 10 m interval 
elevation lines, that the ridge 
cuts to the northwest a little 
over halfway down.  Then it 
splits into two ridges. Both hit 
the Muloon Fire Trail at points 
west of the intersection.   We 
walked eastward and up an 
easy grade for about 400 m, 
glad to find our parked car and 

the intersection. 
 We drove to Braidwood for a coffee.  Will's feet and thongs were black.   We drove west out of Braidwood around 6 
pm.  In a few minutes we saw Mt Palerang to the southwest.   

 

AAA ALL AREAS   WATER CARRYING 
DOMESTIC WATER  - 7 days Prompt Delivery 

STAINLESS STEEL TANK (14,000 ltrs) 
ACTEW Approved Tankers 

Tanks, pools, etc 
          
 

 

GARRY 0428 626 838 – 6297 3648 
Local Water Carrier for 19 years 
PO Box 807, Queanbeyan, 2620 
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WWoW Whispers 
by Claire Aying 

 September has been a very busy month for the WWoW. 
 As a craft project we have been busy making knitted teddies which have been donated to the Queanbeyan Ambulance 
station where they are used as trauma teddies. The photo shows the Ambulance 
Station Officer accepting an armful of teddies. 
 On the social scene we welcomed the BoWWoW (boyfriends of the Wonderful Women of Wamboin) along for Sunday 
lunch where we enjoyed a wonderful gourmet lunch and a lot of fun and laughter. 
 Our guest speaker for the month was Tony Holland who is the CEO of Arthritis ACT. He treated us to a most 
interesting talk about the different forms of arthritis and how to lessen the effects of these on our bodies. He hopefully will be 
joining us again later in the year to talk about osteoporosis. 
 At the end of the month we had a curry making morning to prepare for the Wamboin bonfire and fireworks – due to the 
horrible weather the fireworks were unfortunately cancelled, but the people who braved the elements enjoyed a great evening 
of gourmet delights provided by the community groups and a great bonfire. 
 This month marks the third birthday of the WWoW and to celebrate we are having a morning tea – the group continues 
to flourish and welcome new members and ideas.  Any ladies in the area are made most welcome. You don’t have to be crafty; 
just enjoy meeting other people from this special community. Someone made the comment last week that shopping in Woolies 
seems to take twice as long these days as you seem to meet a WWoW in every aisle!  
 The group meets between 10am and noon on Monday mornings in St Andrews Church. For any further information or 
ideas for a WWoW activity feel free to contact Claire Ayling on 62383347 
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Wamboin Muse 
by Jill Gregory 

 Rain, heavy driving rain that has filled the rain gauge and the dam, sent creamy brown water rushing down the gully 
and turned the fine red dust to mud. And after the rain stopped drumming on the roof, a thousand frogs reclaimed the night air, 
singing as if their hearts would burst with joy. I had thought that these last few weeks could not have got any better. All of a 
sudden, in the early dawn light, I was hearing a mix of bird calls that I’d almost forgotten, and in a magic moment chanced 
upon a bird bath full of fluffy black feathers; a couple of young choughs were testing the waters under a canopy of pink crab 
apple blossom. A baby magpie, almost as big as its indulgent mother, squawked impatiently, demanding to be fed. Spring was 
warming up….and then the heavens opened! 
 The chooks have gratefully received the bundles of weeds that I’ve thrown over their fence and have shown their 
appreciation in kind. I’ve even pulled out clumps of grass with worms attached. I haven’t seen worms in my garden for a long 
time. The other day, after digging and weeding a garden that has been idle for the last year, I planted potatoes. Later a friend 
told me that while he was planting his potatoes, unbeknown to him, a king parrot was following behind. He looked up to see a 
handsome red and green bird strolling unconcernedly past him with a potato in his claw.  
 I’ve often wondered what might have gone through their minds when fresh European eyes encountered our wildlife. 
Looking detachedly at a mob of kangaroos the other morning, the same mob, no doubt, that had silently moved through my 
garden whilst I’d been asleep, I saw some very odd creatures. There were some with horrific prolapses, or at best, distended 
bellies, a few with two heads - the second, smaller head protruding below the chest, and others with a fifth limb, growing thin 
and angular in the middle of the stomach, below two withered arms. And then there were a couple that appeared similar to the 
one standing aside from the mob, but that one was much bigger, with broad, muscled shoulders and a smug look on its face. I 
counted sixteen in the group. A seasoned eye could safely assume that there were thirty one kangaroos in that mob, with more 
in the pipe line. 
 It’s been a lively, changeable month, this first month of spring, not just in the garden and the bush, but in the 
community as well. We’ve had gale force winds and calm days, hot days and freezing days and nights, golden days and days 
blanketed by red dust, promises of rain, splashes of rain and finally a mighty deluge. The WOWS have turned three, and 
celebrated, the produce market is back after winter, and the annual Wamboin Bonfire roared into life on cue, a great evening 
despite the missing wow factor of the fireworks.  
 I wouldn’t live anywhere else….and the frogs seem to agree with me.  

 

Looking for a great horse vet? 

 
• We just love horses: All of our team lives, breathes, eats and sleeps horses and are horse owners 

too. It means we care for your horses like they are our own. 
• Around the clock care: We know that just like people, horses don’t just need accident or 

emergency care during business hours, so we are available anytime...Just call! 
• We Travel to you: If your horse is incapacitated or you don’t have transport we’ll come to you or 

help you arrange transport to our dedicated equine hospital. 
• If Hospitalisation is needed: Our state of the art hospital means that your horse will get great care 

under the supervision of our dedicated team of Vets and Nurses ….Fast! 
• From the routine to the complex diagnosis and surgery - we do the lot: Our vets have advanced 

training in equine dentistry, lameness, reproduction and surgery - and a whole lot more in 
between. 

www.canberraequinehospital.com.au -- Corner of Barton and Federal Highways, Lyneham 
 

 

 
We welcome new patients to our Practice 

2/80 Morisset Street, Queanbeyan, Phone 6299 6990 
www.brindabellapractice.com.au 

Opening Hours Mon, Tues & Thurs 8.00am – 7:30pm, Wed & Fri 8.00am – 5:00pm 
Travel vaccines     sports medicine      asthma testing     women’s health     skin cancer checks     Diabetes Educator 
Dietician     free immunisation     Physiotherapy     Paediatrician     exercise specialist     counselling     minor surgery. 

Daily emergency appointments available 
  

 


